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upon the questiori, in that it is not based upon a theoretic, but a real world, 
arid, instead of seeking to servesojne theory, endeavors to show the actual 
grounds upon which the whole subject rests, and, rejecting both matters 
of method and incidental questions, to set in a clear light the issues involved" 
(p. 8). Two chapters consist of reprints of letters received from labor 
leaders and employers. In the discussion of these letters, the author em- 
phasizes many of the elementary truths of political economy in a readable 
manner, and even for those who have some acquaintance with the litera- 
ture of the labor question, it maybe convenient to have the demands of 
employers and employed brought together in one place. In the chapter on 
the "Three Parties in Interest" it would have been well to analyze the 
concept of "the public," viewed as a distinct group from employers and 
employed. In the final chapter socialism is judged adversely. Dr. Smith 
asserts that under socialism the management of industry would be either 
by a caste system the worst the world has ever known or else by the general 
average of intelligence, which would check production. There would be 
no incentive to the individual to put forth all his powers. Finally he rejects 
socialism because it is an assault on the family and is anti-patriotic. The 
attempted distinction between political and economic socialism is not clear. 

M. O. LORENZ. 

University of Wisconsin. 



Speed, Thomas. The Union Cause in Kentucky. 1860-1865. Pp. xv, 355. 

Price, $2.50. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1907. 
No part of the history of the Civil War is more deserving of investigation 
than that played by the border states. Up to the present time, however, 
the internal history of these states has been inadequately presented, especially 
the part played by the Union men in keeping these states from joining 
the Southern Confederacy. 

It is with these convictions that Captain Speed has prepared the present 
volume. While much has been written to celebrate the deeds of those 
Kentuckians. who went into the Confederacy he believes that the services 
of the Kentucky Unionists have been underestimated and misrepresented. 
The truthfulness and fairness of the author's account is testified to by Justice 
John M. Harlan, of the United States Supreme Court, in an appreciative 
introduction. Both Justice .Harlan and the author call attention to the 
fact that even as able and unprejudiced a writer as the late Professor Shaler, 
of Harvard, in his history of his native state has gravely erred and given 
currency to a gross misconception, when he wrote that "the Blue Grass 
region sent the greater part of its men of the richer families into the 
Confederate army, while the Union troops, . . . came in greater abun- 
dance from those who dwelt on thinner soils," and that the former were 
as a whole, "a finer body of men than the Federal troops from the common- 
wealth." Captain Speed refutes this statement in Chapters VI and XI by 
marshaling a long list of Union leaders from prominent families and by 
a comparison of the records of the Union and Confederate troops from 
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Kentucky. The author claims to have drawn his facts from documentary 
sources, and an examination of his references seems to confirm his state- 
ment. In some respects, however, the work does not meet the expectation 
aroused by the preface. Instead of being a well-balanced continuous history, 
it consists of a series of chapters of a ;nore or less fragmentary character, 
and some times introduces matter that is hardly germane to the subject. 
About two-thirds of the volume is devoted to the opening year of the 
war, and there is no consecutive account of either the military or civil 
affairs within the state during the. remaining years of the period. We 
especially regret the omission of a review of the attitude of Kentucky on 
the abolition of slavery. 

The absence of an index and the citation of references in the text are 
decided .blemishes in the make-up of the volume. Captain Speed's work, 
while not comprehensive, corrects several misconceptions and throws im- 
portant side lights upon some hitherto neglected phases of the history of 
perhaps the most important of the border states. 

Herman V. Ames. 
University of Pennsylvania. 



